Shelby County Public Meeting

7:00PM, Wednesday, June 30, 2004
Shelbyville, Forrest Park
People Present—Shelby County
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Nathan Jones
Yijie Zheng
Introduction

Nathan: Update the comprehensive plan in 1964 of Shelby County. The old plan has a lot of things planed but didn’t happen. We have already had four public meetings last week. Shelbyville is the population center in Shelby County. Introduce issues that we will talk about today.
Issues:
Economic Development

· Economic development is one of important issues in Shelby County. Want to attract more business to Shelbyville, as well as Shelby County. 

· Can’t take only one is important, we should take a look at all as whole. 

· Care about connection between different counties.

· Want to have more diversity here. Diversify economic base (industry).
· Grants?
· Economic force on a broader view.

· Economic development will cause traffic increase. 

· Put other entertainment can bring more money, because agriculture does not bring much money.

· People have economic development in their agriculture land without change the land use type. It does not mean have to have commercial development in agriculture land. Need stronger financial support. Need more diversification. If they can’t see, you can’t force them to see. 

· Don’t have Wal-mart. Hope to have big business center. It can bring other small business.

· County need to make corresponding. 

· Could have market research: what kind of develop best suit the community; what positive effect on the area.

· Land owner put together have business (have cooperation)

Recreation
· Recreation is important.

· Tourism in Findlay is possible.

· Create recreation quarter.

· Expect to have tourism area on different time schedule.

· People can have vacation there. We have fast food stores. People have extra dollar to spend. But we don’t have those opportunities.

· Bad signs. Visitors don’t know where they go.

Lake of Shelbyville

· People like to come to lake is because it is not developed.
· Want to have more people visit the lake.

· Preservation on public land (open space).

· If more people come here, it will bring life style from other place. That will cause conflict. For example, neighbors hit safety all the time. Something is not permit in this town. Have had people hunting in some back yard. Want to have the rule of not hunting in their yard. Don’t want to have conflict.

· Research on other lakes which have similar condition as our lake, see what they have done.

· People worry about the lake area. Should have service within the community.

· Lake has a lot of resources. Could have free transportation, bring people to town.
Infrastructure

· Have bad sign on the road (Windsor).

· Build infrastructure will support the coming business. Open the door to business.

Variance Issue/Ordinance 

· Can’t sell their property as commercial property?

· County does not have business ordinance?

· County variances are normal variance, not occupation variance. 

Zoning

· Comprehensive plan is not zoning.

· Zoning at least allow changing.

Agriculture
· Deal with what are primary residential vs. primary agriculture; permit something vs. not permit something. Agriculture will still be the primary.

· Use the value of agriculture as high as possible.

· Agriculture land use is hard to change. Can’t accept change.
· Agriculture producers are unique people. If narrow classification, it will create conflict.

· Have business on agriculture land?

· Can zone agriculture by status? (County can’t buy status those are farmer’s building.)
Flooding
· Flooding area vs. private land. Flood the private land.

Recycling Program

· None is here right now (one was discontinued).

· Recycling issue could tough every issue here.

· Could have society change.

Land Use

· Regulate non-agriculture. Put restriction on land use. 
· Developer should put buffer between agriculture and non-agriculture.

Public Service
· Increase service for elder generation.

· Medical service.

Others
· Communities could have their own comprehensive plans done before the county’s. (It is challenge for us cooperate all communities’ comprehensive plans).

· Once got the comprehensive plan, hope to be reviewed by public.

· Like to see Shelbyville be developed. Won’t see it become brands.

· Have website link to each other.
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