Community Forum Notes: 6/24/04 in Moweaqua
Nathan and Morgan, and George Frasier

Biggest strength – Lake

Biggest challenger – empty buildings

Biggest asset – farm industry, but the lake is in the top 5

Ag industry does not have high employment

The lake is seasonal

There’s not much impact from the Lake, or Shelbyville

Sullivan has some new gas stations

Findlay has seen lots of growth

What is this about? Nathan described comprehensive plans

The Mayor (Boots) said they plan to annex the space between Moweaqua and the new expressway 51.

IDOT suggested that they annex 625 feet east of 51

They don’t want a Hooters

Moweaqua township social event – the only worried expressed was annexing issues

Econ. Dev. – are we going to give them financial help?  No, but we can point them towards possibilities.  Ex: General Motors, small factory, but what kind of perks…

Perks vs. Quality of Life

Ya know how there is a Job Fair if you want to promote yourself and get a better job… What sort of place do you go to promote your region?  Nathan said Trade Publications

Eagle Creek promotes itself in Chicago

If we want a gas station…

Macon –

Pana – Lake Line

Schools, churches, medical center, 2 doctors/physicians

They want more people and businesses, and we explained the cyclical nature of building people and businesses.

Losing young people – jobs

Businesses bring in people

EX: Champaign – getting a little better at taking obstacles away

Mayor said a town had bad fronts of buildings..Ex: Hillsboro IND.  Dinner theater had 3 tourist buses.  The town only had five buildings or so, but they were very pretty renovated old buildings, with new buildings built in the style of the old ones.

Sullivan theater…

70% of all new jobs are from small businesses ( from Nathan

you have it

political mind set – live here, work in the city

how do they relate to Findlay and Tower Hill?  Moweaqua is close to Decatur.  HWY 51 moved last year, they want to get out to the HWY again.  They are growing already ( 100 people

But there is an alcohol issue.  Mow. is a dry town since 1938, and part of it is in Christian County, which is a dry county.  The Quick Stop just north of Mow. on 51 sells alcohol.  Bud Distributor sells the Quick Stop 10,000 cases of beer (per month?)
Need alcohol to be allowed in Mow.

Golf course, at Tower Hill they get 30-50 thousand dollars

Mow. annexed in Christian County.   If they put a referendum on the ballot to allow liquor sales, there is a small chance that it could get overturned.  However, the initial record of the vote is missing.  

Townships

County Liquor 

Region

North vs. south – this county was settled from two directions.  North and south.

Board – cowden, Herrick, tower hill, straussville (mostly south)

We should get a copy of the book by Charles someone who visited Herrick, and read the chapter called “Maggie”

The southern half of the county are rednecks and proud to be labeled as hillbillies

Decatur is industrial, and “we should be in Macon County”

Most haul water instead of using wells

We used to be self sufficient, but now there is a water company started, and the water table is lowering

The borrow pits (retention ponds) dug for 51 are full in to the north of town and empty to the south of town

What about trailers?

Moweaqua has zoning – hey don’t allow trailers – must own for two reasons


1) no revenue


  ) increased cost (schools have more students, the state gives them more money)


2) aesthetics

kids may not want to leave

EX: 25 years ago – more blue collar CAT, firestone, staleys, ADM, kids would finish school get a blue collar job, retire, and then stay here all their lives

Now kids are spoiled – they want higher paying jobs

Agritourism – EX of Belize – rainforest (Brenda nodded to the agritourism)

But owners must agree to it

How would you charge / exchange money?

Folks imagine storybook farms, get up early, milk The cow, etc.

Really most farmers get two jobs  gSI or halecrop adjusters
How long do you think it takes to plant 6-7000 acres of farm? -4 weeks  to harvest it? – 4 weeks

Winery –

Pure bred sheep and cattle – tourists

Not farmers – they don’t want

Model gated farm – 80 acres – livestock

1st federal reservoir to be green belted

corps approved it – ozarked

100 yards back from the high water mark (50 or 100-yr flood)

¼ to ½ a mile –horse trail around – Wolf Creek

what about other businesses / counties?

Shelby gets 3-3.5 million tourists per year

High water – can’t get boats in

Sullivan marina – boats all over the place, but when the water drops, the Sullivan marina is dry

Findlay talked about a gambling boat

Major point #)s represent the person speaking

1) must finish 51 and water issues

2) none

3) live here work there – cheaper here

4) would you move here (Nathan)?


I see places like Bloomington growing and people working (George said – university, college, community college)

Information infrastructure

Corps of engineers 1980 would only break the green belt on the lake if congress told them to

Dick Durbin is very powerful

We can say that it is the policy of the county to break the green belt…corps pays townships 75 cents per acre per year for taxes of the greenbelt land
Moultrie county increased taxes to $3/acre for a while to make up for it

5) this community – build our identity

we’re part of the county

but we have our own identity

(George says Moweaqua is progressive)

what is their impression of Shelbyville? Work together – mutual benefit

6 years ago tried to get County to work together

“Down in Shelby County” one person says

only a 30 minute drive

bring material to the Shelby County Tourist Office (visitors per year at coal mines?

Lots for the golf course

Jack Shultz – 7.5 ways to revitalize communities Aggers 7/22/04 about 7pm

Story of the county

6) youth issue – sit aroung with nothing to do hope town doesn’t get overlooked now that… estranged  don’t get the Shelbyville paper, they have the golden something paper

7) live in Moultrie, work in Sullivan

8) youth – thins close – 7,9, last at 10

nothing – golf, ball, seasonal

high school – churches -> youth groups

not church – problems

sign on 5 to ball field ( IDOT problems

200-300 or 1000 people attend the games no one stays home

5,000 ( ½ million more to city

senior citizen – housing!

Blue prints 2 bedroom efficiency

Build -> property cost was too expensive

20 unit set – couldn’ cover mortgage cap even with 30 year mortgage

federal funding blue prints

growth and dev. Community

650/month rent too high need affordable housing!!

EX: kids from Mow. to Mexico, and from Chicago to Mow.

Problems with getting trades (people to do carpentry etc. in Mow.)

9) Highway – store ( advertisements

subdivisions – sewer – infrastructure water

don’t feel the need to offer incentives, furnish material to furnish water by golf course (why should they?)

would Mow. be content is the area left outside it were zoned agricultural? No, ti should be commercial by the HWY

Vandalia – prisoners $/head – 500 employees

Hair pin factory, cheese factory, candy in sullivan all closed

10) work at golf course, want her to sell liquor – a restaurant would be great, but it is a dry town in Christian county dry township

it would be good to get a restaurant – KCs liquor

Calrisle Lake, Cerro Gordo – go cart track, several own and race go carts

Bike trail, walk trail, skateboard ramp motor bikes, park

Senior citizens, widows and widowers and divorcees

Dollar general – Macon Pit Stop

Newlyweds – 1st homes, living space

Educational – best schools in county

Clean, beautiful best

No burning allowed

=============================================

Overall the people of Moweaqua were interested in their incorporated municipality.  They did not feel that they were really associated with the county, but they did exhibit the same attitudes and desires as the people we talked to in Findlay and at the meeting when we met some members of the County Board at the courthouse initially.

