Shelby County Public Meeting

7:00PM, Thursday, June 24, 2004
Cowden, Community Building
People Present—Shelby County
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Tim Macholl

Yijie Zheng
Introduction

Tim
Issues:
Land Use

Zone mobile home in a certain place. 
Zoning Ordinance

Cowden doesn’t have zoning code. If rezone, it will cost $25,000. Can the city accept county zoning code directly?

(Lew: City could adopt similar one that the county have.)

Agriculture

Family farm disappearing.

Lands are not productive, thinking about alternative uses. 

Water
Ownership of river limits the use for recreation.

Power plant? Water going to Effingham. 
Economic development

Power plant has 7 million gallon per day water supply, which is enough for industry development and brings other resource.
Transportation

Heavy traffic on Mode Road. A shortcut to Manton.

Covered bridge – advertising?
Problems of old town bridges. Road to bridge (county control)

Recreation

People don’t recognize the potential of the lake. 

Developing farm tour program for people from big cities. Set up a new website for the plan.

(Lew: Day trip does not bring much money. Try to let people stay overnight, which could bring more money.)

County could develop camping or historic building visiting.

Problem of Eagle Creek: need sign from Eagle Creek to community (camping sign).

Need more communication between Shelbyville and the other towns.

Public Service
911 system is not complete. County sheriff coverage? 
People would like to call fire protection for emergency rather than 911, but kids remember 911. 
Fire protection is great, only a few gaps.
Would like to have community college or technical training to keep kids within the county and bring more job opportunities.
