Overview of Shelby County Community Planning Forums

What: Community Comprehensive Plan Workshops

When: 7 PM on June 23rd, 24th and 30th, depending on location

Who: The project was initiated by the leadership of the Shelby County Board and its Zoning Committee.  With assistance from the County Zoning Administrator, a team from the University of Illinois Department of Urban and Regional Planning will carry out the project.

Where: Four meetings held in communities at the corners of the county, followed by a central meeting in Shelbyville.  Specific locations, along with days and location coordinators for each quadrant, are as follows:

Southeast: Stewardson, Village Garage, 23 June; Yijie Zheng

 

Northeast: Findlay, Community Center, 23 June; Nathan Jones

Southwest: Cowden, Community Building, 24 June; Tim Macholl

Northwest: Moweaqua, Village Hall, 24 June; Morgan Johnston

 

Shelbyville: Lions Building, Forrest Park, 30 June, Nathan Jones

Why: The purpose of this process is to gather information and opinions from the residents of Shelby County that can be reasonably incorporated in an updated Comprehensive Plan for the County Board.  Shelby County has not adjusted its plan since 1964, even though there have been considerable changes throughout the area which that document did not anticipate.  It is the goal of this project to evaluate the current situation as regards land use, economic development, public services and several other areas of concern to the county government and citizens.  The comprehensive plan effort will also serve to support the recently adopted county zoning ordinance.  The results of the evaluation will be consolidated in a draft comprehensive plan document to be presented to the County Board and residents for their review in December 2004.  In addition to the community meetings described here, the project will also gather data  (demographic, economic, agricultural, infrastructure-based) from various government and community sources; review existing and create new land use and zoning maps for all portions of the county; and consult with the leaders of other agencies and districts on matters of concern to the community (such as school and fire/emergency services protection districts relating to their facility plans, and the Army Corps of Engineers regarding Lake Shelbyville and its environs).

How: The public meetings will seek to draw on the knowledge and experience of community members so as to create a documented review of the expectations and concerns that they have regarding the future changes in and development of Shelby County.  Planning students will act as facilitators in this process, each responsible for several townships in each of the four corners of the county.  There will be two students at each meeting, one coordinating the discussions and the other ensuring all ideas are heard and all participants included.  Large maps and copies of the 1964 plan will be used as tools to assist in the process and understand the goals of both the immediate meeting and the larger effort.           

Questions about the project not answered in this document can be directed to County Zoning Administrator Mac Butler at 217.774.1499 or University of Illinois team contact Nathan Jones at 217.840.6766.  We will do our best to explain any confusing issues.

